4 EXTRAS – maybe not Award-winners but great reads
Phillip Gwynne 

Swerve  

Hugh is a privileged, judgmental, musically gifted private school nerd living in Sydney with busy career-obsessed parents who have high expectations. Hugh has one secret, he is a car fanatic, and when his supposedly dead grandfather comes into his life it seems a case of ‘genes will out’ because Poppy’s most precious possession is a HT Monaro GTS 350 V8.

A week before the most important engagement of Hugh’s life—an audition for a musical scholarship at the Conservatorium—Poppy says he wants to drive to Uluru in the Monaro, now! And Hugh, deviating from the path laid out in front of him, comes along for what proves to be a hair-raising and life-changing voyage into the outback. It’s all pretty full-on! Maybe because of the clichéd situations and characters this is an entirely enjoyable novel about escape, freedom and change.

Kirsten Murphy 

Halfway to Good 
Murphy’s novels Raincheck on Timbuktu and The King of Whatever feature characters that come to review their place in family and in life in general. 
Anna McIntyre, a graduate teacher, has just started teaching at Holy Cross Coeducational Catholic College. Year 11 student, Luke Mitchell, is in one of her classes. Two different worlds, but within days they find themselves at the same dining table; Luke’s older brother Oliver is dating Anna’s sister Georgie.

Anna and Luke share something else. Luke has forgotten what it is like to be happy. He can’t shake off a persistent feeling of melancholy and sometimes even has what appear to be panic attacks. The root of this might be that his father has cancer and could die, but perhaps it is because of Luke’s mixed feelings about his father that is the problem.

Anna also has her life on hold. She is still grieving for a broken romance and is living with her widowed brother, helping care for his very young child. At school she is a target for bullying from a senior teacher, Miss Mathers. This is an interesting twist on the usual presentation of bullying in a YA book.  Together Luke and Anna come through hard times and hard thoughts 

Lili Wilkinson 

Pink  

Oh what a tangled web we weave when first we practice to deceive...

Ava isn’t a liar nor a bad person in any way, she just wants to find out where she belongs. Is she gay and therefore should stay in her relationship with Chloe (who is demanding and inflexible), is she a regular girl like the Pastels at the new school she changes to or better off with the nerdy and unfashionable Screws? As an experiment Ava gets herself to a private school (her academic parents are all for public schooling) and from the first day ditches her all black clothes and wears a pink cashmere jumper. As well, she keeps her sexual inclinations to herself, though readers may think this is fair enough! It all gets messy and Ava feels rejected by everyone. Fortunately she has the good sense to find ways to mend fences.
A highly enjoyable story with the perennial theme of YA novels, who am I?, where do I fit? Wilkinson’s answer to this is entirely satisfying. 

David Metzenthen 

Jarvis 24  
What first appears to be a rough and tumble slice of boyish life, also becomes a story about loss and how life opens up, and then moves on taking individuals with it.

Marc Jarvis and his friend Travis enjoy their life as private school students living in one of Melbourne’s wealthy suburbs. Actually, Travis’ family is rolling in money and lives in a huge house where Marc is a welcome visitor. Marc regularly misplaces his possessions and Travis has a new mobile phone every time he hands it over for Marc to use. So far, so spoiled, but twists on this picture of comfort come when Marc chooses to spend his Work Experience week at Gateway Auto, a secondhand car dealership. Marc loves working there and quickly forms a connection with his co-workers Belinda, a single mother, and Mikey who has ‘run away’ from his homophobic Queensland country family. Maybe the owner of Gateway Autos, kindly Vinnie Gates who is seriously ill, sees something in Marc who is still grieving for a dead friend. Marc comes to understand that many people are suffering pain and loss but are still willing to give help and friendship—himself included. Then he falls in love with Electra, but she too has to go away following her star, and life takes another turn.

Tenderness and wisdom, and even grace, mix with laugh-aloud moments. 

