Eve Pownall Awards Clayton’s list 2010.
	Title: Great Aussie Inventions/ Amy Hunter illus David Rowe             608.794

	First Impression 
	Accessibility

	· Cover 
	( appealing cartoon style young genius with a mind full of ideas
	  ( Contents page organized in loose subject per double spread. eg Driving; Flying; Cricket; Hospitals

	Appeal
	     ( Index        inventions, inventors

	· Websites
	no
	( Glossary   brief entries of organizations

	Educational Value
	Terminology 

	Fact boxes
	3 – 4 fact ‘chunks’ per page 
	( ( Readability  short paragraphs, easy to read to lower, independent middle primary…

	· Bias
	no
	( Spaces   balanced, uncluttered pages

	References and timeline
	((  Illustrations appealing coloured cartoon style

	Comments; recommendations: 8/ 10
Lower-upper primary
	( Font choices coloured title and subheadings with black Times Roman for information chunk.

	An easy to access paperback which readers can dip in and enjoy subjects of interest or browse and flick to see  what grabs their attention. From zinc, spray-on skin and  stumpcam to bionic ears, box kites and braces there are inventions from yesteryear to modern day. The colour-coded timeline provides an easy overview of Aussie inventions. The curious student will find this a fascinating starting point in their information journey even finding some stories behind some of these inventions.


Prepared for CBC Across the story bridge… Bookweek 2010 by teacher-librarian Fiona Eastwood
	Title: The Surfing Scientist: 40 Super Human Body Tricks/Ruben Meerman             611

	First Impression 
	Accessibility

	· Cover 
	Appealing.  Do you wish you had superpowers???????
	    ( Contents page comprehensive list of tricks

	Appeal
	      Index        

	· Websites
	Yes -surfingscientist webpage                    - science experiments
	Glossary   

	Educational Value
	Terminology mixed in with explanation often with pronunciation but not bogging down the flow of text

	· Fact boxes
	Fabulous Body Facts (How many heart beats in an average lifetime?)
	( ( Readability  easy to read to middle; for upper primary & independent readers. Explanation of ‘trick’ result and further facts and amazing feats in an informative, humorous style.

	· Bias
	no
	( Spaces   double spread with page of photos in sequence and a page of “What’s going on?” for each trick.

	Easy to follow and to resource tricks/ experiments to engage readers in a scientific way.
	( Illustrations B & W photos of experiment sequence that explores the body phenomena

	Comments; recommendations: 8 / 10
middle primary- secondary
	( Font choices bold subheadings, B & W

	Readers will find themselves testing the easy-to-follow tricks and intrigued by the clear explanations. Basically explores the senses and brain tricks that are taken for granted. After the forty body tricks there are pages for Human World records, Facts on Vitamins, Minerals and about the body.. eg Did you know we are as tall as our outspread arms? Awakens in us the fun that science can be. Ruben Meerman is the scientist presenting on ABC RollerCoaster and ABC Catalyst and has written a second Surfing Scientist book on 40 DIY Gizmos


Prepared for CBC Across the story bridge… Bookweek 2010 by teacher-librarian Fiona Eastwood
	Title: The Crocodile Book: Armoured and Dangerous/Malcolm Douglas             597.980994

	First Impression 
	Accessibility

	· Cover 
	(( great appeal - up close and personal of croc’s mouth
(back cover appeal
	( Contents page            general information,      species facts, human interaction

	Appeal
	 ((  Index        

	· websites
	to author website
	((  Glossary   

	Educational Value
	( Terminology bold type points to glossary, scientific terminology used for species, body parts

	· Fact boxes
	short facts in larger print for emerging independent readers
	( ((  Readability  easy to read to lower; for middle, upper primary & independent readers. Clever mix of common language with the technical language for the ‘information-kids’

	· Bias
	facts checked by Melbourne Zoo
	((  Spaces   double spread page of photos and information chunks are balanced, captioned.

	great resource to ‘teach’ research skills and show early years parts of information book
	((  Illustrations quality colour photos on every page with few maps, silhouettes, coloured box outlines

	Comments; recommendations: 9++/ 10
lower- upper primary
	((  Font choices variety of font sizes adds interest, balance but continuity for bold headings, terminology and quick facts.

	One of the Black Dog ‘Wild Planet’ series but this publishing house also have similar eye-catching photo books of animals from all over the world.. ‘Rare Earth’ series on the panda has irresistible photos and another endearing feature is the little joke on the back with the animal saying something worthwhile or catchy. Definitely a dip and discover book or read from cover to cover with the animal-lover finding out more on every page. What is a group of crocodiles called? …. A bask or a float???? Which part of a crocodile is like a solar panel????  Differentiation can happen as the reader’s reading ability is catered for with the clever use of font-size, placement and perfect choice of photography. The only difficulty would be choosing from the many titles if the budget is limited. 


Prepared for CBC Across the story bridge… Bookweek 2010 by teacher-librarian Fiona Eastwood
	Title: Journey of the Sea Turtle/Mark Wilson                                Junior Fiction

	First Impression 
	Accessibility

	· Cover 
	(
	 Contents page            

	Appeal
	 Index        

	· websites
	no
	 Glossary   

	Educational Value
	 Terminology 

	· Fact boxes
	3 short facts presented in after word
	( ( Readability  easy to read narrative style with the odd word highlighted in different colour font

	· Bias
	
	( Spaces   double spread page with the oil painting foregrounded and text written over the top. Some pages have simple sketches adding details

	Simple narrative with further information presented subtly in the pictures 
	( Illustrations oil on canvas

	Comments; recommendations: 8/ 10
lower- upper primary
	( Font choices simple handwritten style with few words highlighted in colour.. splash.. no where…. drifted

	Mark Wilson tells the plight of the loggerhead turtle simply, while the pictures detail the drama… scratched into the background are images and words of those that pose a threat to the hatchlings and growing turtles. The message is clear but not didactic. Will we take a responsible stand to fight for the diversity of our planet? Will people remove and repair the damage done that impact on other life-forms? Particularly in this year of biodiversity, this story may be the starting point for some real action.


Prepared for CBC Across the story bridge… Bookweek 2010 by teacher-librarian Fiona Eastwood
	Title: Riding the Black Cockatoo/John Danalis                                  305.89915

	First Impression 
	Accessibility

	· Cover 
	(
	 Contents page            

	Appeal
	 Index        

	· websites
	no
	 Glossary   

	Educational Value
	 Terminology 

	· Fact boxes
	
	(  Readability  narrative style 

	· Bias
	
	 Spaces   

	Narrative  suitable for teachers
	 Illustrations

	Comments; recommendations: 8++/ 10
Secondary; TR
	 Font choices 

	With a foreword by Boori Monty Pryor and afterword by Fiona Doyle Oochunyung and many more poignant ones in between, Riding the Black Cockatoo tells the story of how a past injustice was put right. The Danalis family had always had an Aboriginal skull on their mantelpiece and when John stopped and asked why so began the journey of returning the skull ‘Mary’ to his own Wamba Wamba country. Along the way John Danalis learnt many important lessons and became part of the healing and reconciliation between White and Black Australia. That he was ’just a‘whitefella who ‘s learnt to listen’ is significant. We can learn from his journey, from his story. We can take on board what it is like to live in another’s shoes and become aware – really aware- of what prejudices and stereotypes are out there, are accepted and institutionalised. We can listen to what Indigenous Australians need  to make right, a hurtful and hateful past. We can listen, enjoy the richness of culture that can begin to build a solid bridge connecting all. This important narrative will not appeal to everyone, may even make some uncomfortable but I think it’s an essential story to begin our own journey towards a better understanding of our Indigenous heritage.


Prepared for CBC Across the story bridge… Bookweek 2010 by teacher-librarian Fiona Eastwood
	Title:The Death;The Horror of the Plague./Ananda Braxton-Smith    614.5732

	First Impression 
	Accessibility

	· Cover 
	(
	( Contents page            

	Appeal
	 (Index        

	· websites
	no
	 (Glossary   

	Educational Value
	 ( Bibliography extensive list of primary & secondary sources

	· Fact boxes
	Quotes, letters, diary entries create interest & connections
	(Readability  narrative chapters are mixture of documentary style and letters, diary, quotes and instructions

	“Even on the most exalted throne in the world we are still only sitting on our own bottom.” Michael de Montaigne, 1533-1592
	Spaces   not cramped

	Use of sources is clear, gives an overview of the life, living, dying in these times
	Illustrations few black & white sketches 

	Comments; recommendations: 7/ 10
upper primary; Secondary; TR
	Font choices diary, letters, quotes etc are separated and in italics.

	The overview mixes the authors documentary style with original letters, diaries and quotes making it is easy to read about this grim subject without being totally morbid. Not only do we read of the impact of the plagues, but we get a general overview of history. It shows clearly how the disease was indiscriminate- killing adults, infants, rich, poor, healthy and sick. Plagues totally disrupted the accepted divine order. The author proposes that the growing distrust of clergy, landowners and royalty was the beginning of revolution and social upheaval. Although not for the general primary school, this book could provide some informative background knowledge for teachers. By judicially using the primary sources teachers could develop a narrative unit that is rich in field knowledge and interest.
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